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Parshat Vayishlach  
Jacob Encounters an Angel 

Background: As Jacob is about to encounter his 
angry brother, he is found alone at night, and en-
counters an angel. Genesis, chapter 32, verses 25-
33: Jacob remained alone, and a man strugled with 
him until the break of dawn.  

1. What was the meaning of his encounter? 2. Who 
was the assailant? 3. Why did he attack? 4. What's 
the significance of his name change and blessing? 
5. How does this fit into the context of the story? 

Midrash: The spirit of Esav came and caused spiri-
tual injury among some of the progeny of Ya'akob. 
Who were they? The generations who were forcibly 
converted. 

Yalqut Shim'oni (12th cent. Provencal anthology of 
midrash): The angel was Michael, trying to convince 
Ya'akob of his own strength. He blessed him and 
said, "May your children be as righteous as you." 

Rashi (11th cent. French commentator): Jacob 
forced the angel of Esav to agree to the blessings of 
Isaac. 

Benno Jacob ( early 20th cent. German Bible 
scholar): G-d brought this about so that when Esav 
sees his brother, burdened with a large family and 
limping most pathetically, he would have mercy and 
forgive him. 

Rabbi Naftali Zebi Yehudah Berlin (18th cent. Rus-
sian Talmudist): 

Jacob needn't be underhanded anymore. He is now 
capable of true victory. The angel said to him, "you 
needn't know my name to invoke it when you are in 
trouble. I will bless you so that you won't need that." 
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